at the means of procedure employed in the two countries for this purpose. In Scotland, all criminal investigations are carried on by means of the public prosecutor, or as he is more commonly called, the procurator-fiscal. This official, whose existence is unknown to English law, though recognised by almost all the nations of Europe, and who was probably introduced into Scotland from France, owing to the close alliance formerly existing between these countries?this official is paid by government, has been educated for the legal profession, and has generally acted as a pleader in some of the courts of law; consequently, he is generally well qualified to examine witnesses, collect and arrange evidence, and to discharge his duty in a business-like and satisfactory manner.
When any crime is committed within the district over which his authority extends, information is lodged with him, either directly, or through the medium of the police. He immediately proceeds to investigate the case, examines witnesses, and collecting all the evidence he possibly can, embodies it in the form of a written precognition, which is sent to Edinburgh, where it is laid before the crown counsel, who decide whether there is sufficient evidence to bring the case to trial or not. If it is thought insufficient, proceedings are immediately stopped; but if otherwise, it is brought before the proper tribunal, and there disposed of.
All these proceedings are characterized by the greatest secrecy.
In England, on the other hand, the preliminary investigation, in cases 
